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We are delighted you are considering joining us here at 
Forth Valley College.

We hope this prospectus will inspire you and help you to 
make an informed decision about your future. We offer a 
wide range of exciting courses from access programmes to 
degrees, with something to suit everyone.  We work closely 
with employers to ensure that these courses are linked to 
future job opportunities. You can be confident you will learn 
the latest skills and will benefit from innovative and creative 
approaches to learning and teaching. 

The quality of our education and training is also well 
recognised across the UK and beyond. Our latest Education 
Scotland Review identified a sector leading 19 areas of 
positive practice and we achieved the highest score possible 
across the three key principles assessed, including high 
quality learning, learner engagement and quality culture.  
We are also very proud of two recent UK wide awards – the 
‘Best Teaching and Learning Initiative’ award at the TES UK 
FE Awards 2016 and the Association of College’s Beacon 
Award 2014 for ‘Innovation in Further Education’.  

We wish you well in considering your next step and hope 
to welcome you to our vibrant learning community in the 
year ahead. 

I am very excited about my role as Student Association 
President. My aim for the year ahead is to use my own 
knowledge of student life to help others make the most 
of their learning experiences.  

The Student Association team has many different areas 
of responsibility including equality and diversity, health 
and wellbeing, learner engagement, education, LGBT, 
sustainability and events. My role will be to engage with 
students on these issues, make their voice heard and 
influence positive change.   

The team will also be a dependable port of call for students 
offering support and advice throughout the year.   We also 
hope to get as many people as possible involved in the 
Student Association as it’s a great opportunity to gain 
new skills and meet new people. 

I enjoyed my time studying at Forth Valley College and 
I would encourage others to study here. I met some 
amazing people, learnt a lot and have grown as a person. 
Now I get to stay a little bit longer, to help other students 
to develop and feel involved in their learning community. 

If you would like to find out more about the Student 
Association, please email 
student.association@forthvalley.ac.uk

Good luck, we hope to see you at Forth Valley College soon.

Welcome
2017/2018

Equalities 
for all

At Forth Valley College we expect all of 
our staff, students and visitors to treat 

everyone fairly and with respect.

For more information on our equalities 
policies and activities, please visit 

www.forthvalley.ac.uk

This publication is also available in 
other formats – if you wish to receive 

the publication in any other format 
please call

01324 403000 
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ACHIEVING A DEGREE 
WITH FORTH VALLEY COLLEGE

Qualifications 
explained This section will explain the different types of qualifications 

available and how to choose the one that’s right for you. 

NATIONAL QUALIFICATION/
CERTIFICATE
National Qualifications include the 
national courses that school pupils 
now undertake in their senior phase, 
including Highers and Advanced 
Highers.   They also include National 
Certificates which develop skills and 
knowledge relating to a specific 
subject or occupational area.  You 
can use these qualifications to 
progress to a more advanced level.

MODERN APPRENTICESHIP
MAs vary in levels but a typical MA 
will consists of an SVQ, Core skills 
(Communication, Numeracy, Problem 
Solving, Working with Others, ICT) 
and either an NC, HNC or HND or 
combination of these.  For more 
information on our apprenticeships 
please go to page 14-15. 

HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA
This qualification offers a higher 
level of study than an HNC.  It takes 
up to two years to complete on a 
full-time basis or in some cases up 
to five years with part-time study.  
With most HNDs you can leave at 
the end of first year with an HNC 
provided you have passed the 
necessary units.  

SCOTTISH VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATION
Nationally recognised qualification gained in 
the workplace. The qualifications are designed 
by industry to meet their requirements and 
approved by National Sector Skills councils. 

They are available at SCQF levels 4-8 depending 
on the individual’s knowledge and experience.

NATIONAL PROGRESSION AWARDS
NPAs are aimed at assessing a defined 
set of skills and knowledge in specialist 
vocational areas. They also link to 
National Occupational Standards, 
which are the basis of SVQs. NPAs are 
at SCQF Levels 2-6 and are successfully 
delivered in partnership between 
schools, colleges and employers.

ORDINARY DEGREE
An ordinary degree can be 
achieved after three years of 
successful full-time study.  

NQ/NC MA

HNDSVQNPA

Ordinary
Degree

ADVANCED DIPLOMA
This is a post HND qualification that is 
gained after successfully completing 
an additional one year of full-time 
study.

Advanced 
Diploma

HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE
This is an advanced programme of 
study that can be studied over one year 
of full-time study or in some cases 2-3 
years with part-time study.  You may be 
able to move from an HNC SCQF level 
7 to the second year of an HND SCQF 
level 8, provided you pass an additional 
three appropriate credits. 

HNC

Forth Valley College
offers a range of integrated degree 

programmes in partnership with some of 
Scotland’s leading universities 
(Find more info on Page 10).

There are also articulation agreements in place 
which may allow you to enter a degree course 
here or at another institution on completion of 

an HNC/HND course.  

Students completing HNC and HND courses 
can also progress to a part-time/flexible 

degree with The Open University in 
Scotland (OU).
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The Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) is a way of comparing the wide range of 
Scottish qualifications. It covers achievements such as those from school, college, university, and many 
work-based qualifications. It does this by giving each qualification a level and a number of credit points. 
The level of a qualification shows how difficult the learning is.   

The SCQF can help you to decide the level of course which is right for you and help you to understand 
qualifications you are not familiar with.  

For more information on the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework, visit www.scqf.org.uk  

THE SCOTTISH CREDIT AND QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK
This Framework diagram has been produced to show the mainstream Scottish qualifications already credit 
rated by SQA and HEIs. For more information, please visit the SCQF website at www.scqf.org.uk 

The following courses are available for January intake:

New Start – Care & Communities
Start Date: 16 Jan 2017

End Date: 16 June 2017 

Campus: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements:

Selection will be by individual interview.

References may be required.

New Start – Construction & Engineering
Start Date: 16 Jan 2017

End Date: 16 June 2017 

Campus: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements:

Selection will be by individual interview.

References may be required.

New Start – Creative Industries
Start Date: 16 Jan 2017

End Date: 16 June 2017 

Campus: Stirling

Entry Requirements: 

Selection will be by individual interview.

References may be required.

These courses are a great opportunity to find out what the College has to offer, build confidence and develop work and life skills.

SCQF LEVELS: 
WHAT ARE THEY AND 
HOW CAN THEY HELP ME 
TO MAKE MY DECISION?

Pathfinder
Start Date: 16 Jan 2017

End Date: 16 June 2017 

Campus: Falkirk

Entry Requirements:

No formal entry requirements, selection by two interviews. 

The first is an individual interview; the second is a group 
interview. 

References may be required.

Passport to Learning 
Start Date: 16 Jan 2017

End Date: 16 June 2017

Campus: Alloa, Falkirk & Stirling 

Entry Requirements:

Selection will be by individual interview.

References may be required.

2017 JANUARY START COURSES
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OUR INTEGRATED DEGREE PROGRAMMES
Forth Valley College and three of Scotland’s leading Universities have joined 
forces to offer six innovative degree courses. This novel, integrated approach 
to learning, works with key industry partners to create ‘work ready’ graduates. 
Successful applicants will be recognised as university undergraduate 
students throughout their entire course and have access to the latest 
resources at state of-the-art campuses in the heart of Central Scotland.

Benefits of studying an Integrated Degree Programme:

• Full university student status from day one

• Embedded HNC/HND qualifications

• Access to College and University facilities

• Study locally, reducing living and travel costs

• Smaller class sizes with an enhanced focus on teaching

• Industry focused blend of academic and practical skills

• Integrated programme of employer and industry involvement

DEGREES ON OFFER: 
• BSc (Hons) Applied Biological Sciences (Stirling University)

• BSc (Hons) Applied Computing (Stirling University)

• BA (Hons) Digital Media (Stirling University)

• BA (Hons) Heritage and Tourism (Stirling University)

• BEng Chemical Engineering (University of Strathclyde)

• MEng Chemical Engineering (Heriot-Watt University)

For more info please visit our website and search ‘degrees’

www.forthvalley.ac.uk
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Our Campuses We have campuses in Alloa, Falkirk, Stirling and Raploch and all our campuses are easily 
accessed by public transport.  To find travel information for each campus please visit:

www.forthvalley.ac.uk Core & Essential sk
ills

Core and Essential Skills will equip you with the skills required to achieve 
your goals in your academic, personal and work life.

As well as providing excellent training in your chosen vocation, your college course will also develop the 
following skills:

Core Skills
 • Communication

 • Information and Communication Technology

 • Numeracy

 • Problem Solving

 • Working with Others

For more information on how you will develop your Core and Essential skills at Forth Valley College please visit 
our website and search ‘core skills’  www.forthvalley.ac.uk

OTHER WAYS TO STUDY
This prospectus contains information on full-time courses available 

at Forth Valley College however you may be interested in other ways to study.  

We offer various modes of attendance including:

• Part-time

• Evening Classes

• Modern Apprenticeships and SVQs

• Flexible and Online Learning

• Industry Training Courses

To find out more visit the College Website at www.forthvalley.ac.uk 

Essential Skills
 • Career Preparation

 • Financial Capability

 • Health and Well-being

 • Learning and Study Skills

 • Citizenship and Diversity

1312



Modern 
Apprenticeships

Who are SDS?
Skills Development Scotland (SDS) is the government body in 
charge of developing Scotland’s workforce and they fund MAs for 
employers.

What are Sector Skills Councils?
Sector Skills Councils are responsible for developing and 
maintaining MA frameworks and national standards. They also 
promote Modern Apprenticeships and actively encourage the 
recruitment of apprentices amongst employers. Sector Skills 
Councils also often have vacancies advertised on their websites.

Is there a best time to apply?
The main recruitment period is from January to April as most MA 
programmes begin in August.

However, it is possible to start at other times in the year depending 
on the programme - so if you’re interested, get in touch anytime!

Your next steps to a 
Modern Apprenticeship?

Modern 

Apprenticeships and 

Vocational Training      

- the way forward

Option 1 - Contact the College. The College holds a 
database of people interested in becoming  
an MA. We provide this information to leading  
local and national companies throughout the 
year who are looking to recruit an MA in their 
company. If you would like to be added to this 
database - please visit our website and search 
‘apprenticeships’   www.forthvalley.ac.uk 

Option 2 - Find an employer in your chosen career sector  
   who would be willing to take on an MA

Option 3  - Ask your current employer if they would be   
   willing to support you through an MA training  
   programme.

Option 4  - Contact Skills Development Scotland by visiting  
   www.apprenticeships.scot for more apprentice 
   opportunities in your area.

FOUNDATION 
APPRENTICESHIPS

Forth Valley College Foundation 
Apprenticeships offer S5 and S6 pupils 
from local schools the opportunity 
to complete elements of a Modern 
Apprenticeship (MA) while still at school. 
Foundation Apprenticeships combine 
academic study of National Certificate 
at SCQF level 6 with industry recognised 
level 5 vocational training and industrial 
experience.

“This is an amazing opportunity for 
our pupils as not only will they be 
working with Forth Valley College on 
the theoretical side of the engineering 
course, but they will also have hands on 
experience with local employers.”

Steve Dougan, Head Teacher, Bo’ness 
Academy

PRE-APPRENTICESHIP

Our Pre-Apprenticeship programme 
aims to prepare individuals for a career 
in engineering and construction. 
The programme was created by the 
Engineering, Construction, and Industry 
Training Board (ECITB) and delivered at 
our Falkirk Campus.

Focussing on the basics of electrical, 
mechanical and instrument control 
disciplines, the new course allows 
students to complete a National 
Certificate in Engineering Systems 
and relevant practical skills for on and 
off-shore work in the engineering and 
construction sectors.

A Modern Apprenticeship (MA) is a qualification you gain 
whilst in full-time employment.

Unlike a lot of college courses (which would require you to 
attend classes on a full-time basis), with an MA programme 
most of your learning will take place in the workplace – so you 
can look forward to lots of hands-on practical training.

Some of the programmes will also require you to attend 
college on a part-time basis to learn the theory behind what 
you’re doing. This is normally either one day a week or one full 
week every month.

MAs can be structured in a variety of different ways depending 
on the subject area and the employer’s requirements. 
However, programmes will consist of a Scottish Vocational 
Qualification (SVQ) at either Levels 2, 3 or 4 which will relate 
directly to the specific job or industry sector. This will be 
assessed on your skills in the workplace.  Some apprentices 
may also complete relevant qualifications in their field at HNC, 
HND or even Degree Level.

Core skills are an important element of MA Programmes. Core 
skills include communication, problem solving, information 
technology and working with others. These types of skills are 
vitally important to employers and will help you to do your 
job better.

Modern Apprenticeships currently offered by Forth Valley 
College (FVC) and supported by Skills Development Scotland 
(SDS) are as follows:

• Business and Administration

• Chemical Manufacturing and Petroleum Industries

• Construction (All Trades)

• Engineering

• Hairdressing

• Hospitality

• Life Sciences

• Management

• Social Services and Healthcare

1514
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Our Department of Access and Progression has built up an 
enviable reputation for helping students to lay the foundations 
for a successful future.  

There is an extensive and varied choice of courses to help 
students reach their full potential.  These range from access 
courses, programmes for students with a broad range of 
additional support needs, transition programmes, employability 
courses and outreach programmes.  The department also offers 
Working with Communities and English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL) courses. 

All our courses are designed to encourage people to try new 
activities, improve self-confidence and develop work and life 
skills.  The department aims to make learning fun and sociable 
and our students enjoy learning experiences which are creative 
and innovative.  Lecturing and support staff are experienced, 
committed, friendly and welcoming.

We work in partnership with a wide range of organisations to 
develop our dynamic provision including the Sensory Centre, 
Criminal Justice, Forestry Commission, SDS, SQA, SWAP, 
Salvation Army, FDAMH and Barnardo’s.

Department of 

Access & 
Progression

17



ESOL Courses
This programme is aimed at Level 4 ESOL students looking to gain skills and qualifications for entry into full-time employment or 
further study at higher level. 

Access Courses
Access courses provide students with the opportunity to find out what the college has to offer and build self-confidence, core skills and 
employability skills. These courses allow students to experience a range of academic and vocational tasters and offer progression to further 
studies within the college.

Social Enterprise - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk + Stirling

Entry Requirements: Informal Interview.

Pathfinder - 6 Months

Campus Location: Alloa (August intake)

+ Falkirk (August and January intake) + Stirling (August intake)

Entry Requirements: No formal entry requirements, selection by two 
interviews.  The first is an individual interview; the second is a group 
interview. Written references will be required.

Newstart - Construction and Engineering 
- 6 Months

Campus Location: Falkirk Campus (January Start)

Entry Requirements: Selection will be by individual interview.

References may be required. 

Newstart - Creative Industries - 6 Months

Campus Location: Stirling (January Start)

Entry Requirements: Selection will be by individual interview.

References may be required.

Newstart - Care and Communities - 6 Months

Campus Location: Falkirk (January Start)

Entry Requirements: Selection will be by individual interview. 

References may be required.

Passport to Learning - 6 Months

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk + Stirling (January Start)

Entry Requirements: Selection will be by individual interview.

References may be required.

Access to Higher Education Courses
Courses within this subject area are designed for adults with substantial life experience who wish to return to study.  The aim of this course 
is to prepare students for articulation routes in further and higher education.

Access to Degree Studies - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk

Entry Requirements: No formal entry requirements, however, 
candidates will be expected to demonstrate reasonable life 
experience outside of formal education.

Selection will be by participation in an interview which will include 
a short written task.  

References may be required.

Mandatory - Applicants must attend an Information session prior to 
interview.

ESOL for Employability - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: ESOL assessment at appropriate level 
for study.

“ESOL courses are very useful, 
they have certainly changed my 

life… I would recommend them to 
anyone who would like to improve 

their language skills.”
Ivaylo Todorov

18 19
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Supported Learning Courses
Our supported learning courses are designed for young people who have additional support needs. The courses cover a wide range of subject 
areas allowing the students to experience a variety of vocational subjects, creative projects and work preparation.

NC Working with Communities - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Selection will be by interview.

No formal qualifications are required. However, it is expected that 
candidates should have well developed communication skills, both 
oral and written, at SCQF levels 4/5 or relevant similar qualifications - 
such as SVQs, Community Development Work at level 2, Youth Work 
level 2, Social Care level 2, as well as good interpersonal skills.

Experience of working in the sector in a paid or voluntary capacity or a 
keen interest in community learning and development is essential.

References may be requested.

Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) check required. Further 
information on the PVG Scheme will be issued to successful applicants 
prior to interview.

Employability courses are a fantastic way of establishing yourself with a 
foundation of new skills and knowledge. As well as learning new skills, 
these courses have an essential work experience element which gives 
you the opportunity to try out your new skills. You can also see what 
your chosen occupational area is like “in the real world” and showcase 
yourself to potential employers. 
If you are looking for a shorter course, specifically aimed at getting 
you into employment, onto a Modern Apprenticeship or as a stepping 
stone to Further Education, then Employability courses might be 
exactly what you need!
You can choose from any of the exciting employability programmes 
we offer at college.

Lifestart - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk

Entry Requirements: No formal entry requirements, selection by 
interview. Transition information from school is essential.

Workstart - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk + Stirling

Entry Requirements: No formal entry requirements, selection by 
interview. Students need to be 16 years of age and above to undertake 
work placements. Transition information from schools is essential.

Working with Communities Courses
These courses are aimed at people intending to work in community-based settings.  They may also appeal to those who have considerable 
experience of community work, but require more knowledge and understanding to do the job more confidently.  The courses provide 
students with the recognition and knowledge of the principles of community learning and development.  

Employability Courses

HNC Working with Communities - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) 
check required.  Further information on the PVG Scheme will be 
issued to successful applicants prior to enrolment.

Entry will be by interview and a pre-interview written task will be 
given.

Ideally entrants will have 2 Highers at Level C or above or an 
appropriate grouping of SQA units.

Experience of working in the community is essential. 

Mandatory - Applicants must submit a 500-word written piece giving 
their reasons for applying and any relevant experience. This should be 
submitted with their application.  

The department offers 14-week full-time Employability Courses in 
Construction and Retail at our Falkirk and Alloa campuses.
There are various start dates throughout the year.

For more information, please contact:
01324 403093.

A
ccess &

 P
rogression
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Our Department of Applied Science, Maths and Mechanical 
Engineering has an excellent reputation as a provider of high 
quality education and training.

The subject areas are diverse and span: Applied Biological 
Science; Maths; Mechanical Engineering; Manufacturing 
Engineering; Fabrication and Welding.   

The department works closely with local, national and 
international employers to ensure that courses are current and 
meet industry needs. They have links with companies such as 
INEOS and PETROINEOS, BP, Diageo, Scotrail, FMC, GSK, Scottish 
Power, Syngenta, ADL, Exxon, Shell, Ingenza, Scottish Water and 
Charles River.  Our students benefit from these partnerships 
through contextualised learning, work placements and strong 
links to future employment. 

The department has first-class teaching facilities including state-
of-the-art mechanical maintenance workshops, machine shop, 
fabrication and welding workshops, biotechnology laboratories 
and a microbiology laboratory.  

Our staff have a vast range of industry experience and their 
knowledge and skills are regularly updated through continuous 
professional development. A member of the team was also 
short-listed for the ‘Most Innovative Teacher in the UK’ award at 
the TES UK Further Education Awards 2014. 
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Applied Science, 
Maths & Mechanical 
Engineering
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Applied Science Courses - 
Access courses to HND and 2+2 University courses
Courses in the area of Applied Science provide students with the opportunity to experience and develop their technical skills and knowledge 
in state-of-the-art laboratory facilities. There is a strong emphasis on the development of good laboratory skills through practical work, 
lectures and case studies. These courses can lead to Degree entry and careers as laboratory technicians, process operators in the chemistry or 
biotechnology industries, research scientists, microbiologists and many more.

NC Applied Science - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Students will require Standard Grades at 3 or 
above or National 4 in Maths, English and a Science related subject. 
(Biology or Chemistry).

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications will be considered.

Selection will be by interview, with a selection day where a short 
practical test will be arranged to assess lab bench skills.

NC Applied Science - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk + Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Students will require Standard Grades at Credit 
Level or National 5 Maths and English plus Standard Grades at Credit 
Level or National 5 in Biology and/or Chemistry.

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications will be considered. 

Selection will be by interview, with a selection day where a short 
practical test will be arranged to assess lab bench skills.

 

HNC Applied Biological Science - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk + Stirling

Entry Requirements: One of the following:

An NC in Applied Science, or an appropriate group of National 
Qualification Units, or a minimum of 2 Highers - including Maths and 
a Science subject (preferably Biology) or equivalent qualifications 
from other awarding bodies.

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications will be considered.

Please note that selection will be made via a selection centre 
consisting of an interview and practical skills test.

HND Applied Biological Sciences - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following: HNC in Applied Science 
(15 credits) or related discipline for entry into 2nd year. Applicants 
who do not meet this criteria but have relevant experience or 
alternative qualifications will be considered.

Please note that selection will be made via successful interview and 
completion of a practical skills test. 

HND Industrial Biotechnology - 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk 
Entry Requirements: 2 Highers (Biology, Chemistry and Maths), 
successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.
Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications will be considered.
Please note that selection will be made via successful interview and 
completion of a maths and practical test.

BSc (Hons) Applied Biological Science 
- 4 Years

Campus Location: Years 1 & 2 Forth Valley College, Falkirk Campus, 
Years 3 & 4 University of Stirling

Entry Requirements: 3 Highers at Grade B or equivalent (to include 
one of Biology or Chemistry).

Preference will be given to applicants with a strong science 
background. BSc (Hons) Applied Biological Science 

- Entry at Year 2

Campus Location: Year 2 Forth Valley College, Falkirk Campus, Years 3 
& 4 University of Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Year 2 entry may be available for applicants 
who currently have or are working towards HNC Applied Science or 
HNC Applied Biological Science and who achieve an A or B in their 
graded unit. 

Entry is subject to interview and an assessment of the units within the 
applicants' HNC programme.
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Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering Courses
Mechanical Engineering is a discipline of engineering that applies the principles of physics and science for analysis, design, manufacturing, and 
maintenance of mechanical systems. Our courses provide students with a wide range of knowledge and skills to help progress to careers in 
different fields of mechanical engineering such as mechanical manufacture, process, oil and gas Industry and the alternative energy industries.

NC Mechanical Engineering - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following: 3 Standard Grades at 
Credit or Intermediate 2 or National 5, including Maths and a Science 
or Technology subject.

Successful completion of a relevant Access Course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Selection is by a two stage interview process.

HND Mechanical Engineering - 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following: 2 Highers 
at Grade C or above in Mathematics and a Science or 
Technology subject.

Successful completion of a relevant National Qualification at 
Level 6.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered. 

Selection is by a two stage interview process.

Fabrication and Welding Courses
Our courses in Fabrication and Welding will provide the basic principles of fabrication and welding technology and help students acquire and 
develop practical skills in different types of welding techniques and processes. 

NC Fabrication & Welding - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the Following - 3 Standard Grades at 
Credit or National 5 or Intermediate 2 or above in Maths, Science or 
Technology subjects.

Successful completion of a relevant Access Course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units at SCQF Level 5.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Selection is by a two stage interview/selection centre process.

Access to Engineering Course
This course offers an introduction to the specialist areas within the department and provides a pathway for progression to further study in a 
chosen specialist area.

Access to Engineering Technology 
- 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: No formal entry requirements. 
Selection is by a two stage interview process. 

Please note that selection will be made via a selection 
centre consisting of an interview, maths test, written test 
and a practical skills test. A
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Our Department of Business offers a dynamic range of full-time 
courses in the areas of Accountancy, Administration, Business, 
Management and Tourism.  They also offer an integrated 
BA (Hons) in Heritage and Tourism in partnership with the 
University of Stirling.  

The department has state-of-the-art facilities including 
simulated offices in Alloa, Falkirk and Stirling and our students 
have access to all the latest resources.  

The department has a long and established reputation for 
the delivery of highly regarded programmes that are tailored 
to the needs of industry.   They place a strong focus on work 
experience and site visits in order to equip students with the 
necessary skills and knowledge to enter the labour market or a 
programme of higher level study in their specialist field.  They 
have industry links with a range of local and national employers 
including ID Systems, Barrhead Travel, Smith Art Gallery & 
Museum, Stirling Council, Alloa Business Centre, Colleges 
Scotland, Business Gateway, FES, Stirling Council Archaeological 
Department, Prudential, INEOS, Falkirk Council, Thomas Cook 
and UKH Scotland.

The department also offers professional qualifications from 
the Chartered Management Institute (CMI) and is one of only 
a few centres in the catchment area to deliver the three levels 
of qualifications offered by the Chartered Institute of Personnel 
and Development (CIPD).

B
u
sin

e
ss

Department of 

Business

29

Modern Apprenticeships are offered in this department. See page 14 to find out more.



Administration Courses
Courses in Administration cover a number of different skills which will help students develop the necessary tools to undertake administrative 
roles in a wide variety of settings. A well prepared and supported administrator can make the difference between an organised team and a 
shambolic office. Courses in Administration can lead to careers in information management, office administration, office manager or personal 
assistant.

NC Introduction to Business and 
Administration - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following in relevant subject areas 
including English, IT and Numeracy:

3 Standard Grade passes - Minimum 2 passes at Foundation Level and 
1 pass at General Level // 2 passes at National 3 and 1 pass at National 
4 // 2 passes at Access 3 and 1 pass at Intermediate 1 // Successful 
completion of an Access Course or group of units at SCQF level 3/4.

Applicants whose first language is not English should hold IELTS at 5 
or an appropriate ESOL qualification.

Final selection subject to successful interview.

NC Administration & IT - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following in relevant subject areas 
including English, IT and Numeracy:

4 Standard Grades - minimum 2 passes at Grade 3 and 2 passes at 
Grade 2 // 2 passes at National 4 and 2 passes at National 5 // 2 

NC Business - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following in relevant subject areas 
including English, IT and Numeracy:

4 Standard Grades - Minimum 2 passes at Grade 3 and 2 passes 
at Grade 2 // 2 passes at National 4 and 2 passes at National 5 // 2 
passes at Intermediate 1 and 2 passes at Intermediate 2 // Successful 
completion of an Access Course or group of units at SCQF level 4/5.

Applicants whose first language is not English should hold IELTS at 5.5 
or an appropriate ESOL qualification.

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, may be considered.

Final selection subject to successful interview.

Business Courses
Business courses provide a wide range of skills essential for working in today’s office environment. Our courses aim to develop both the 
practical skills and theoretical knowledge that employers require in their staff to carry out a wide range of business related jobs. Careers in 
Business may include clerical and administration positions, sales, marketing, manufacturing, retail and many more.

HND Business - 2 Years

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following: 

2 Higher Grade passes in related subject areas:
Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.
Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications may be considered.
Final selection subject to successful interview.

NQ Finance - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following:

3 Standard Grades at grade 3 or above or Intermediate 1 or National 
4 or above.

Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant work 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Finance Courses
Courses in finance cover a wide range of skills, knowledge and understanding relating to business and accounting activities. 
Course content covers book-keeping, law, payroll, entrepreneurial skills, economics, taxation and much more

HND Accounting - 2 Years

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following:

2 Higher Grades in related subject areas.

Successful completion of a relevant access programme or an 
appropriate group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have 
relevant work experience or alternative qualifications, will be 
considered.

passes at Intermediate 1 and 2 passes at Intermediate 2 // Successful 
completion of an Access Course or group of units at SCQF level 4/5.

Applicants whose first language is not English should hold IELTS at 5.5 
or an appropriate ESOL qualification. 

However, applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have 
relevant experience or alternative qualifications, may be considered.

Final selection subject to successful interview.

HND Administration and Information 
Technology - 2 Years

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following: 2 Higher Grades in 
related subject areas.

Successful completion of a relevant access programme or an 
appropriate group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, may be considered.

Final selection subject to successful interview.
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NC Travel & Tourism -  1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk + Stirling 

Entry Requirements: One of the following:

3 Standard Grades at grade 3 or above or Intermediate 1 or National 4 
in related subject areas.

Successful completion of a relevant access programme or an 
appropriate group of National Qualification Units with a satisfactory 
reference.

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant work 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

 

HND Tourism - 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk + Stirling 

Entry Requirements: One of the following:

2 Higher Grades in a related subject area.

Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units with a satisfactory reference.

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant work 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Tourism Courses
Our courses in Heritage and Tourism provide students with the practical knowledge and skills to allow them to progress onto a career in one of 
the world’s fastest growing industries. The courses cover areas such as business practices, tourist destinations, enterprise, the Scottish tourism 
product, marketing, customer care and many more

BA (Hons) Heritage and Tourism - 4 Years

Campus Location: Years 1-2 at Forth Valley College, Stirling Campus, 
Years 3-4 at the University of Stirling

Entry Requirements: 3 Highers at Grade B or equivalent. 

BA (Hons) Heritage and Tourism 

- Entry at Year 2

Campus Location: Stirling. Year 2 at Forth Valley College, Stirling 
Campus, Years 3-4 at the University of Stirling. 

Entry Requirements: Year 2 entry may be available for applicants 
who currently have or are working towards HNC Travel and Tourism 
and who achieve an A or B in their graded unit.

Entry is subject to interview and an assessment of the units within the 
applicants’ HNC programme. 

“The department has a long and 
established reputation for the delivery 

of highly regarded programmes that are 
tailored to the needs of industry.”
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Department of 

Care, Health
& Sport
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The Department of Care, Health and Sport offers a range of 
courses which lead to popular and rewarding career choices.  
Programmes are available in areas such as Early Education, 
Health Care, Social Care and Sport and Fitness. 

The department offers a range of cutting edge facilities 
including simulated nurseries, a clinical skills suite and state-of-
the-art fitness suites.  

They have extensive links with more than 400 local employers 
across the public, private and third sector in order to secure 
work placements and added valuable experiences for students 
including guest speakers and industry visits.   The department 
is also represented on workforce development groups for key 
employers including all three local authorities. 

The department played a key role in the College winning the 
Healthy Working Lives Gold Award recently.

They are also involved in the launch of new Foundation 
Apprenticeships in Social Services and Children and Young 
People.
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Early Learning and Childcare Courses
Courses in the area of Early Learning and Childcare develop a range of skills for working in an early years setting. The courses provide a wide 
knowledge of the factors which influence children’s care and their learning and development.

Successful completion of these courses can lead to careers within early learning and childcare in a range of public and private settings and 
supports registration within the Scottish Social Services Council.

Step into Early Learning and Childcare 
- 1 Year 

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Participation at an information 
session.

Successful interview. Plus one of the following: 2 Standard Grades at 
Foundation or above or National 4 or above (including English).

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant paid 
workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

NPA Playwork and Childcare - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk (August and January intake)

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Participation at an information 
session. 

Successful interview. Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) 
check required.  Further information on the PVG Scheme will be 
issued to successful applicants prior to enrolment.

Plus one of the following: 3 Standard Grades at Level 3 or National 4 
or above (including English). Successful completion of all units within 
Step into Early Learning and Childcare (SCQF Level 4).

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant paid 
workplace experience, or alternative qualifications will be considered.

NC Child, Health & Social Care - Early Years 
- 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk + Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Participation at an information 
session. 

Successful interview. Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) 
check required.  Further information on the PVG Scheme will be 
issued to successful applicants prior to enrolment.

Plus one of the following: 3 Standard Grades at Level 3 or National 4 
or above (including English). Successful completion of all units within 
Step into Early Learning and Childcare (SCQF Level 4).

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant paid 
workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

NC Early Learning and Childcare - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk+ Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Participation at an information 
session.

Successful interview. Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) 
check required. Further information on PVG scheme will be issued to 
successful applicants prior to interview.

Plus one of the following: 4 Standard Grades at Credit or National 5 
at C or above (including English). Successful completion of all units/
exams within NC Child, Health and Social Care (SCQF Level 5) - all 
routes. Successful completion of all units/exams with NPA Playwork 
and Childcare (SCQF Level 5).

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant paid 
workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

HNC Childhood Practice - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk + Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Participation at an 
information session.

Successful interview. Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups 
(PVG) check required. Further Information on PVG Scheme 
will be issued to successful applicants prior to enrolment. 

Plus one of the following: 2 Higher Grades at Grade C or 
above (including Higher English or Communication 4/
Literature 1) and 3 Standard Grades at Level 3 or National 
4 or above (including Maths or Intermediate 2/National 5 
Maths). Successful completion of all units/exams within NC 
Early Education and Childcare (SCQF Level 6) with Higher 
Early Education and Childcare or Higher Childcare and 
Development at Grade C or above with 60 days relevant 
placement experience. 

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
paid workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will 
be considered.

Health and Social Care Courses
Courses in Health and Social Care integrate the knowledge and practical skills required for students to progress to future study 
or exit directly to employment. Successful completion of courses will support students in careers such as social worker, support 
worker, nursing and health care support worker.

Pathway to Health Care - 1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful interview. Clear 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) check required. Further 
information on the PVG scheme will be issued to successful 
applicants prior to enrolment.

Plus one of the following: 4 Standard Grades at Level 2 or National 
5 at C or above, (including English and Maths). NC Child, Health and 
Social Care - all routes. Successful completion of all units within NQ 
Health and Wellbeing (SCQF Level 5).

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant paid 
workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Pathway to Social Care - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful interview 
performance. Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) 
check required. Further information on the PVG scheme will 
be issued to successful applicants prior to enrolment.

Plus one of the following: 4 Standard Grades at Level 2 
or National 5 at C or above, including English and Maths. 
NC Child, Health and Social Care - all routes.  Successful 
completion of all units within NQ Sport, Health and 
Wellbeing (SCQF Level 5).

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
paid workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will 
be considered.
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Health and Social Care Courses (continued)

NC Child, Health and Social Care - Health 
Care Route - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk + Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful interview

Plus one of the following: 3 National 4 awards (including English) // 
Successful completion of all units within Passport to Learning (SCQF 
Level 4) including Core Skills at level 4.
Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant paid 
workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

 

NC Child, Health and Social Care - Social 
Care Route - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful interview
Plus one of the following: 3 National 4 awards or above (including 
English) // Successful completion of all units within Passport to 
Learning (SCQF Level 4) including Core Skills at level 4.
Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant paid 
workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

 

NQ Health and Wellbeing - 1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful interview.

Plus one of the following: 3 Standard Grades at Level 3 or above or 
National 4 awards (including English) // Successful completion of 
Passport to Learning.

Social Services and Healthcare - 
1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Applicants must be employed in a 
care environment. Successful interview. 
Plus one of the following: 3 Standard Grades at Level 3 or National 4 
or above (including English and Maths) // Successful completion of all 
units within Passport to Learning (SCQF Level 4) including Core Skills 
at level 4. 
Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant paid 
workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.
Further information on the PVG Scheme will be issued to successful 
applicants prior to enrolment. 

Social Services and Healthcare - 
1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory: Currently working in a suitable 
health or social care setting for a minimum of 16 hours per week - a 
suitable role would include individuals who are experienced in 
extensive care planning, key working roles, care reviews and updates. 
Senior role/experience very desirable.

Successful interview. Clear occupational health check (may be 
required for some placement settings).

Plus one of the following: SVQ Health and Social Care Level 2 (SCQF 
Level 5) // 4 Standard Grades at Level 2 or National 5 at C or above 
(including English) // Successful completion of NC Child, Health and 
Social Care (SCQF Level 5) – all routes. Successful completion of all 
units within NQ Health and Wellbeing (SCQF Level 5).

Further information on the PVG Scheme will be issued to successful 
applicants prior to enrolment.

HNC Social Services - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful interview. 
Must have 60 days practical experience in either a paid or 
voluntary position. Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups 
(PVG) check required.

Plus one of the following: 2 Higher Grades at Grade C or 
above (including English or Communication 4/Literature 
1) Maths to at least SCQF Level 4 (e.g. Standard Grade 3, 
Intermediate 1, National 4) // Successful completion of all 
units/exams within Pathway to Social Care (SCQF Level 6) // 
Successful completion of all units/exams within Pathway to 
Health Care (SCQF Level 6). Successful completion of SVQ 
Health and Social Care Level 3 (SCQF Level 6).

Applicants that do not meet these criteria but have relevant 
paid workplace experience or alternative qualifications may 
be considered.

Further information on the PVG Scheme will be issued to 
successful applicants prior to enrolment. 

*Blended learning option available, contact department for further information.

Sport and Active Leisure - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: 2 National 4 qualifications (preferably English 
and PE). Mandatory - Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) 
check required.

Further information on the PVG Scheme will be issued to successful 
applicants prior to enrolment.

 

Sports, Leisure and Fitness Courses
The Sport and Leisure Industry includes careers in Sport and Recreation, Health and Fitness, Coaching and many more. The courses 
we have on offer range from introductory level, which allows the student to decide if this is the career area they wish to follow, 
whilst at the same time building confidence and developing life skills.

NC Sport and Fitness - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful practical, 
verbal and written interview. Clear Protection of Vulnerable 
Groups (PVG) check required.

Plus one of the following: 3 National 4 qualifications // 3 
Standard Grades at Level 3 or above (including English and/
or PE).

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
paid workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will 
be considered.

Further information on the PVG Scheme will be issued to 
successful applicants prior to enrolment.

HNC Care & Administrative Practice 
- 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful interview. Clear 
Occupational Health Check. Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups 
(PVG) check required plus one of the following: 2 Higher Grades at 
Grade C or above (including English or Communication 4/Literature 
1) and to at least SCQF level 4. (e.g. Standard Grade 3, Intermediate1, 
National 4)

Successful completion of a relevant access course, such as SWAP, 
Access to Nursing (SCQF Level 6). Successful completion of all units/
exams within Pathway to Health Care (SCQF Level 6). Successful 
completion of all units/exams within Pathway to Social Care (SCQF 
Level 6). Successful completion of SVQ Health and Social Care Level 3 
(SCQF Level 6).

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
paid workplace experience or alternative qualifications, may be 
considered. Further information on the PVG Scheme will be issued to 
successful applicants prior to enrolment. 

“The department offers a range of cutting 
edge facilities including simulated 

nurseries, a clinical skills suite and state-
of-the-art fitness suites.”
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Pathway to Fitness, Health and Exercise 
- 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory: Successful practical, verbal and 
written interview. Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) check 
required. Plus one of the following:

Completion of NC Sport & Fitness Course (SCQF level 5) // 3 National 
5 or Intermediate 2 at C or above // 3 Standard Grades at Level 2 or 
above (Preferably, English, PE and a Science subject)  //  Successful 
completion of all units within NQ Health & Wellbeing (SCQF level 5).

Further information on the PVG scheme will be issued to successful 
applicants prior to enrolment.

Pathway to Sports Coaching - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful practical, verbal and 
written interview. Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) check 
required.

Plus one of the following: Completion of NC Sport & Fitness Course 
(SCQF Level 5) // 3 National 5 or Intermediate 2 at C or above // 3 
Standard Grades at level 2 or above (Preferably, English, PE and a 
Science subject) // Successful completion of all units within NQ 
Health and Wellbeing (SCQF level 5).

Further information on the PVG Scheme will be issued to successful 
applicants prior to enrolment.

Sports, Leisure and Fitness Courses (continued)

HND Coaching & Developing Sport - 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful practical, verbal and 
written interview. Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) check 
required.

Plus one of the following: 2 Higher Grades at Grade C or above 
(including English or Communication 4/Literature 1 or PE) and 3 
National 5 grades (including Maths or a Science subject) // Successful 
completion of NQ Pathway to Sports Coaching or Pathway to Fitness, 
Health & Exercise (SCQF Level6). 

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant paid 
workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Desirable: Coaching experience and current/recent involvement 
within club based sport.

Further information on the PVG Scheme will be issued to successful 
applicants prior to enrolment.

 

HND Fitness, Health and Exercise - 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful practical, verbal and 
written interview. Clear Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) check 
required.

Plus one of the following: 2 Higher Grades at Grade C or above 
(including English or Communication 4/Literature 1 or PE) and 
3 National 5 (including Maths or a Science subject) // Successful 
completion of NQ Pathway to Fitness, Health & Exercise or Pathway to 
Sports Coaching. 

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant paid 
workplace experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Further information on the PVG Scheme will be issued to successful 
applicants prior to enrolment.

“Current, challenging, physical and initiative learning that 
will meet the demands for everyone progressing on to 

university or seeking to work within a sporting or leisure 
and fitness background”.
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Department of 

Construction
The Construction Industry offers a wide range of employment 
opportunities across the country.  

Our Construction Department delivers an extensive range of 
courses at our Alloa, Falkirk and Stirling Campuses from access 
to HND level.  Subject areas include Bricklaying, Carpentry 
& Joinery, Plumbing, Computer Aided Design & Technology, 
Building Services, Civil Engineering, Architectural Technology 
Building Surveying, Stonemasonry and Wood Machining.

We have excellent links with industry ranging from small 
companies to large multi-national employers.  These include 
the CITB, SNIPEF, BPEC, BEST, FES Facilities Management 
and CECA. We also have a close partnership with Historic 
Environment Scotland who base their National Training Centre 
for Stonemasonry within our Stirling Campus. 

The department has a range of specialist workshops including 
a BPEC Approved Gas Training and Assessment Facility, FES 
Service Maintenance Unit, Emerging Technologies Workshop 
and a Wood Machining Workshop.  

They are sector leading and the FES Service Maintenance Unit 
recently won prizes at the British Institute of the Facilities 
Management Awards 2014, SNIPEF Awards 2015 and College 
Development Network Awards 2015. The department also 
regularly hosts national competitions and welcomes European 
delegations.  
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Architectural CAD and Technology Courses
Our Computer Aided Design courses cover topics such as computer graphics, drawing office practice and 3D CAD with our higher level courses 
providing skills specific to architectural and building projects. Careers are available in the fields of architecture, quantity or building surveying, 
civil engineering and construction management.

Architectural Technology has emerged from the practice of architecture and building engineering. It was created as new technologies 
generated new design and construction methods and is related to different elements of a building and their interactions. This course can lead 
to careers in higher technician posts in the field of architecture.

NC Computer Aided Design & Technology 
- 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: 3 Standard Grades at credit or National 
5 including Maths, English and a Technical or Science subject // 
Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units. 

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Following successful interview applicants will be required to attend 
an induction event and undertake a skills test.

HND Computer Aided Architectural Design 
& Technology - 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following: 2 Highers in Maths, 
English, Graphics or Product Design and 3 Standard Grades at Credit 
(or National 5 or Intermediate 2 awards) including Maths, English a 
Technical or ICT related subject, Graphic Communication or Art & 
Design // Successful completion of the NC Computer Aided Design & 
Technology or another relevant access course. 

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered at the 
discretion of the Curriculum Manager. 

Carpentry and Joinery Courses
Carpenters and joiners make, fix and install replacement timber components for a building. This can include structural work such as roofs, 
staircases or floors, or the repair/replacement of doors, door frames, skirting boards, architraves and other mouldings. Our courses help 
students to develop the hand skills and knowledge required for progression to formal craft training in Carpentry and Joinery.

NQ Carpentry and Joinery - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa 

Entry Requirements: SQA Qualifications at SCQF Level 3 or above in ICT, 
Numeracy and Communication. Selection by a two stage interview process.

Civil Engineering Courses
Civil engineering is a professional engineering discipline that deals with the design, construction and maintenance of the physical 
and naturally built environment, including works like roads, bridges, canals, dams and buildings. Civil engineering embraces 
construction, construction engineering, structural engineering and other specialist areas. 

NC Civil Engineering - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Maths National 5/Intermediate 2 grade A or 
B, plus 2 additional  National 5 /Intermediate 2 including English and 
a Technical or Science subject. Successful completion of a relevant 
access course or an appropriate group of National Qualification 
Units. Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Following successful interview applicants will be required to attend 
an induction event and undertake and pass a competitive skills test.

HNC Civil Engineering - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 2 Highers at 
C or above including Maths (mandatory) and English or 
a Science subject (Physics or Chemistry); and 3 Standard 
grades at Credit (or National 5 or Intermediate 2 awards) 
including a Technical or Science subject // Successful 
completion of a relevant access course (such as NC Civil 
Engineering). 

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
industry related experience, will be considered at the 
discretion of the Curriculum Manager.

HNC Architectural Technology - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following: 2 Highers including 
Maths, English, a Technical or Science subject or Art & Design; and 
3 Standard grades at credit (or National 5 or Intermediate 2 awards) 
including Maths, English, a Technical or Science subject or Art & 
Design // Successful completion of a relevant access course or an 
appropriate group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered at the 
discretion of the Curriculum Manager.
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Certificate in Bricklaying (C&G Level 2) 
- 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: SCQF Level 3 or above in ICT, Numeracy and 
Communication. Selection is by a two stage interview process.

A place on the course is subject to an interview process. Students 
without any formal qualifications, but with life experience and a 
demonstrable interest in bricklaying, will also be considered for entry.

Due to Sector Skills Council requirements applicants for this course 
must be aged 16 or over on 1 August 2017.

NPA in Construction - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: SCQF Level 3 or above in ICT, Numeracy and 
Communication. Selection by is by a two stage interview process.

 

NPA in Construction Plumbing - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: SCQF Level 3 or above in ICT, Numeracy and 
Communication. Selection is by a two stage interview process.

 

Construction Crafts (C&G Level 2) - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: SCQF Level 3 or above in ICT, Numeracy and 
Communication. Selection is by a two stage interview process.

A place on the course is subject to an interview process.  Students 
without any formal qualifications, but with life experience and a 
demonstrable interest in Hard Landscaping, will also be considered 
for entry.

Due to Sector Skills Council requirements applicants for this course 
must be aged 16 or over on 1 August 2017.

Construction Courses
The courses in this subject area cover many different fields, such as Craft Skills, Bricklaying, Painting and Decorating, Built Environment, Building 
Surveying and  Construction Management – all areas which make up the construction industry. We offer introductory level courses which allow 
the student to develop skills and understanding in these different areas – therefore allowing them to identify where they may want to specialise 
for their future careers.  

NC Built Environment - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: 3 Standard Grades at Credit or National 5 
including Maths, English and a Technical or Science subject.

Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant industry 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered at the 
discretion of the Curriculum Manager.

Following successful interview applicants will be required to attend 
an induction event and undertake a competitive skills test.

HNC Built Environment - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 2 Highers in either 
Maths, English or Art & Design and 2 Standard Grades at Credit (or 
National 5 or Intermediate 2 awards) in a Technical subject or Physics 
or Chemistry // Successful completion of a relevant access course or 
an appropriate group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

HNC Building Surveying - 1 Year 

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 2 Highers including 
Maths, English or a Technical or Science subject and 3 Standard 
Grades at Credit (or National 5 or Intermediate 2 awards) including 
Maths, English and a Technical or Science subject // Successful 
completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate group of 
National Qualification units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered at the 
discretion of the Curriculum Manager.
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Department of 

Creative Industries
Scotland is recognised nationally and internationally for the 
quality and creativity of its wide ranging, exciting and dynamic 
portfolio of creative and digital industries. 

To support this growth industry, and in contributing to the 
cultural landscape of Scotland, the Department of Creative 
Industries offers students a range of programmes and learning 
pathways, from access to degree level. Our graduates have an 
enviable record of success in their progression to further study 
or in gaining creative industries related employment.

The department offers cutting edge courses in the curriculum 
areas of Media, Art and Design, Computing and Sound 
Production, delivered by tutors with a wealth of experience 
of working in the creative, cultural and digital sectors. With 
programmes offered at our Stirling, Alloa and Falkirk Campuses, 
our students enjoy a range of exciting opportunities through 
our strong partnerships with local councils, schools, arts 
organisations and employers.

The department boasts state-of-the-art facilities including 
sound production studios, a print making studio, a sculpture 
studio and art studios with views of the Wallace Monument, 
Stirling Castle and the River Forth from our Stirling Campus.

They also have high spec computing facilities including Mac 
labs, networking suites and computing labs across the College’s 
campuses.  

Students from within this department manage the College’s 
radio station ‘Connect Forth’ and are involved in significant 
external work and practical, real-world opportunities.

The department also holds an annual Degree and Diploma 
Exhibition as part of the Forth Valley Open Studios Event.  
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Introductory Creative Industries Courses
These courses offer an introduction to the specialist areas within the department and provide a pathway for progression to further study in a 
chosen specialist area.

NQ Access to Creative Industries - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: No previous knowledge or skills are necessary.

Art and Design Portfolio Preparation - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk + Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Stage 1 - Applicants will be 
required to submit a digital folio of recent artwork.

Stage 2 - Applicants who progress to stage 2 will be expected to 
bring a portfolio of recent work to their selection interview.

Plus one of the following: Higher in Art and Design and 4 Standard 
Grades at grade 3 or 4 National 4s or above (to include English) // 
successful completion of a relevant National Qualification such as NC 
Creative Industries or NC Art and Design.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Art and Design: Portfolio Presentation - 

Graphic Design and Photography

Campus Location: Falkirk + Stirling

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Stage 1 - Applicants will be 
required to submit a digital portfolio of recent artwork.

Stage 2 - Applicants who progress to stage 2 will be expected to 
bring a portfolio of recent artwork to their selection interview.

Plus one of the following: 1 Higher in Art & Design, Graphic 
Communication or Photography and 4 National 4s or above (to 
include English) // Successful completion of a relevant National 
Qualification such as NC Creative Industries or NC Art & Design.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

NC Creative Industries - 1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Entry is at the discretion of the College and 
subject to satisfactory interview.

Applicants should have a genuine interest in the Creative Industries 
and may also have one of the following:

3 Standard Grades at Level 3 or National 4 or above.

NQ Access to Creative Industries.

A portfolio of work showing aptitude for one or more of the areas 
covered by the course.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

NC Art and Design - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk + Stirling

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - All applicants will be expected to 
bring a portfolio of recent artwork to their selection interview.

Plus one of the following: 4 Standard Grades at grade 3 or National 
4 or above - including Art and English // 4 Intermediate 1 Awards at 
Grade C or above - including Art and English // Successful completion 
of the Access to Creative Industries course. Successful completion of 
NC Creative Industries.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

HND Art and Design - 2 Years

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Stage 1 - Applicants will be 
required to submit a digital folio of recent artwork.

Stage 2 - Applicants who progress to stage 2 will be expected to 
bring a portfolio of recent artwork to their selection interview.

Plus one of the following: 2 Highers - preferably Art and English, and 
4 Standard Grades at grade 3 or National 4 or above // Successful 
completion of an NC Art and Design or an appropriate group of 
National Qualification Units.

Alternative qualifications and/or relevant experience will also be 
considered on an individual basis. 

HND Contemporary Art Practice - 2 Years

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Stage 1 - Applicants will be 
required to submit a digital folio of recent artwork.

Stage 2 - Applicants who progress to stage 2 will be expected to 
bring a portfolio of recent artwork to their selection interview.

Plus one of the following: 2 Highers - preferably Art and English, and 
4 Standard Grades at grade 3 or National 4 or above // Successful 
completion of an NC Art and Design or an appropriate group of 
National Qualification Units.

Alternative qualifications and/or relevant experience will also be 
considered on an individual basis.

HND Graphic Design - 2 Years

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirement: Mandatory - All applicants are required 
to submit a digital portfolio prior to interview.

Plus one of the following: 2 Highers - preferably Art and 
English, and 4 Standard Grades at grade 3 or National 4 or 
above // Successful completion of a relevant access course or 
an appropriate group of National Qualification Units.

Alternative qualifications and/or relevant experience will also 
be considered on an individual basis.

Please note that the SQA award you will achieve is HND 
Visual Communication.

HND Photography -  2 Years

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - All applicants are 
required to submit a digital portfolio prior to interview.

Plus one of the following: 2 Highers (preferably including 
Photography or Art and Design and English) and 4 Standard 
Grades at grade 3 or National 4 or above // A National 
Certificate in a related discipline e.g. Photography, Art &  
Design, Media.

Alternative qualifications and/or relevant experience will also 
be considered on an individual basis. 

BA Art & Design (Year 3) - 1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Stage 1 - Applicants will 
be required to submit a digital folio of recent artwork.

Stage 2 - Applicants who progress to stage 2 will be 
expected to bring a portfolio of recent artwork to their 
selection interview. 

Full completion of an appropriate HND, including A or B 
graded units, references and other satisfactory performance 
indicators. Appropriate HNDs may include Art and Design, 
Contemporary Art Practice, Visual Communication/Graphic 
Design and Photography.

Art & Design Courses
The subject area of Art & Design offers a very wide range of courses. We have introductory level courses which can help introduce 
students to a broad range of art and design disciplines and help build a relevant creative portfolio of work. We also offer the BA Art & 
Design Degree validated by the University of Stirling.

There are many different career paths to choose from within this subject area - including freelance artist, community artist, costume 
designer, graphic designer, UX/UI designer and many more.

Our more advanced level courses offer students the opportunity to specialise in a field of art and design such as graphic design, 
photography or contemporary art practice
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Media and Communication Courses
The media and communication industry covers a broad range of areas, including radio and television, journalism, advertising, public relations 
and marketing. Our courses provide students with the opportunity to develop skills and knowledge across the communication industries and 
gain an appreciation of how technology is used in the world of media and communication, as well as developing an insight into this hugely 
influential sector, with a focus on developing convergent digital multi-platform skills.

Many of our graduates have established successful careers in film, media, journalism, PR, marketing and other disciplines. These include 
working in the television and radio industries as journalists, scriptwriters, directors, administrators, technicians and many more.

NC Media - 1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 4 Standard Grades at 
grade 3 or National 4 or above, including English. 4 Intermediate 1 
Awards at Grade C or above, including English.

Successful completion of the Access to Creative Industries course. 

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

HND Creative Industries (Advertising, 
Events, Marketing and PR) - 2 Years

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: One of the following, including a successful 
interview: 2 Highers - including English at B or above (Modern 
Studies and/or Media Studies recommended but not mandatory) 
and 4 Standard Grades at grade 3 or National 4 or above. 

Successful completion of a relevant Access Course or an 
appropriate group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications will be considered.

BA Communication and Media (Year 3) 
- 1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Full completion of an appropriate HND, 
including A or B graded units, references and other satisfactory 
performance indicators. 

Appropriate HNDs may include Creative Industries: Media and 
Communication, Visual Communication/Graphic Design and 
Photography. We welcome applicants with relevant HNDs from 
other institutions.

BA (Hons) Digital Media - 4 Years

Campus Location: Years 1 & 2 Forth Valley College, Stirling Campus 
and Years 3 & 4 University of Stirling.

Entry Requirements: 3 Highers at grade B or equivalent (to include 
English). 

BA (Hons) Digital Media (Entry at Year 2) 
- 3 Years

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Year 2 entry may be available for applicants 
who currently have or are working towards HNC Media and 
Communications and who achieve an A or B in their graded unit. 
Entry is subject to interview and an assessment of the units within 
the applicant’s HNC programme. Introduction to Computing - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - A minimum of 3 
National 4 awards, one of which must be Maths, or equivalent 
Standard Grades at 3 or above.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered. An 
interview and skills test may form part of the selection process.

NC Digital Media Computing - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - A minimum of 5 
National 5 awards which must include Mathematics and preferably 
including Computing Science and English, or equivalent Standard 
Grades at 2 or above. 

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered. An 
interview and skills test may form part of the selection process.

NC Technical Support - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - A minimum of 
5 National 5 awards, preferably including Computer Science, 
Mathematics and English, or equivalent Standard Grades at 
2 or above. 
Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered. An 
interview and skills test may form part of the selection process.

Computing Courses
The area of computing offers a very wide range of courses and focuses on the vitally important digital skills growth area. We 
offer introductory courses which allow the student to gain hands on skills in computer hardware systems and installing software 
and networking. We also offer courses to help gain knowledge and experience in the IT industry - helping students to develop 
understanding of the design and development process of software.  We offer advanced courses in these two areas helping 
successful candidates progress onto careers in software development, systems analysts, PC support technicians, network 
administrators and many more.
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HND Computing: Technical Support - 2 Years

Campus Location: Alloa 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 2 Highers and 3 Standard 
Grades at Level 3 or above or equivalent National 4 awards.

Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet the criteria, but have relevant experience 
or alternative qualifications, will be considered. Please note that 
selection will be made via successful interview and completion of a 
Skills Test.

BSc (Hons) Applied Computing - 4 Years

Campus Location: Years 1 & 2 Forth Valley College, Falkirk Campus and 
Years 3 & 4 University of Stirling.

Entry Requirements: 3 Highers at grade B or equivalent (to include 
one of  Mathematics, Computing, Physics or Chemistry). 

BSc (Hons) Applied Computing 
(Entry at Year 2) - 3 Years

Campus Location: Year 2 Forth Valley College, Falkirk Campus and Years 
3 & 4 University of Stirling. 

Entry Requirements: Year 2 entry may be available for applicants who 
currently have or are working towards an HNC Computing and who 
achieve an A or B in their graded unit. Entry is subject to interview and 
the content of the units within the applicant’s HNC programme.

Computing Courses (continued)

NC Sound Production - 1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling

Entry Requirements: Successful interview plus one of the 
following: 3 Standard Grades at Level 3 or above or National 4 
awards.

Successful completion of a relevant access course or an 
appropriate group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

HND Interactive Media - 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 2 Highers, one of 
which should be Maths and 3 Standard Grades at Level 3 or above or 
equivalent National 4 awards.

Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet the criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered. Please 
note that selection will be made via successful interview.

HND Sound Production - 2 Years

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Successful interview plus one of 
the following - 2 Highers including English and Music, 
Computing Studies or Physics at C or above.

Successful completion of a relevant access course, NC Sound 
Production or an appropriate group of National Qualification 
Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Sound Production Courses
Sound Production is the skill of recording, editing, mixing and mastering audio. In our state-of-the-art recording, sequencing 
and mixing facilities you will learn the enormous range of skills you will need to work in modern audio production.

Careers can range from recording music and working in live sound; to creating sound effects for films, or from producing 
content for TV, radio or online broadcast; to working in computer games and advertising.
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Department of 

Electrical, 
Instrumentation & 
Chemical Engineering
Our Department of Electrical, Instrumentation & Chemical 
Engineering boasts an extensive range of courses from access 
to degree Level.

Subject areas covered include Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering, Measurement and Control and Chemical 
Engineering.

The department has invested £1.2 million in their facilities 
recently which include state-of-the-art workshops, a distillation 
rig, mini-rigs, a process training plant and a virtual control room.  

They have close links with major companies such as Scottish 
Power, INEOS, BP, Shell, Exxon, ADL, Diageo and GSK.  

The department has significant expertise in delivering skills for 
the oil and gas industry due to the College’s close proximity to 
the Grangemouth Strip.  Forth Valley College is also one of six 
members of the Oil and Gas Academy for Scotland (OGAS) and 
plays a key role within the Energy Skills Partnership (ESP) group.  

Staff within the department have a wealth of industrial 
knowledge and experience.  A member of the team also won 
‘Most Innovative Teacher in the UK’ award at the TES UK Further 
Education Awards 2014. 
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Chemical Science Courses
Chemical science courses cover a wide range of topics such as the principles of Chemical Engineering, Heat and Mass Transfer, Laboratory 
Studies, Distillation and Physical and Organic Chemistry. Our courses focus on the underpinning of the knowledge and principles required for 
working in an industrial setting. Career paths can lead to process operators, chemical engineers, technicians, lab technicians and many more.

HNC Petrochemical Operations 
(Chemical Engineering) - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 2 Highers, including 
Maths and a Science subject (preferably Chemistry) and 4 Standard 
Grades at Level 3 or above or National 4 awards.

Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Please note that selection will be made via successful interview and 
completion of a maths and practical test.

Please note that the SQA award you will achieve is HNC Chemical 
Engineering.

HND Chemical Process Technology 
- 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk 
Entry Requirements: One of the following - 2 Highers, one of which 
must be Chemistry and 4 Standard Grades at Level 3 or National 
5 awards which must include Maths and English or equivalent 
qualifications from other awarding bodies.
Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.
Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.
Please note that selection will be made via successful interview and 
completion of a maths and practical test.

HND Industrial Biotechnology - 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk 
Entry Requirements: 2 Highers ( Biology, Chemistry and Maths). 
Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.
Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.
Please note that selection will be made via successful interview and 
completion of a maths and practical test.
 
BEng (Hons) Chemical Engineering 
- 4 Years

Campus Location: Year 1 Forth Valley College, Falkirk Campus Years 
2 - 4 University of Strathclyde, Glasgow.
Entry Requirements: 4 Highers at Grade B or equivalent (to include 
Mathematics, Chemistry and Physics).

11SCQF

NC Applied Science - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Students will require Standard Grades at Level 
3 or above or National 4 in Maths, English and a Science related 
subject. (Biology or Chemistry)

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Selection will be by interview, with a selection day where a short 
practical test will be arranged to assess lab bench skills.

NC Applied Science - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk + Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Students will require Credit Standard Level or 
National 5 Maths plus Grades at Credit Level or National 5 in Biology 
and/or Chemistry.

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered. 

Selection will be by interview, with a selection day where a short 
practical test will be arranged to assess lab bench skills.

HNC Chemical Process Technology 
- 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 2 Highers, one of which 
must be Chemistry and 4 Standard Grades at Level 2 or National 
5 awards which must include Maths and English or equivalent 
qualifications from other awarding bodies.

Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Please note that selection will be made via successful interview and 
completion of a maths and practical test.

MEng Chemical Engineering 
- 5 Years

Campus Location: Years 1 & 2 Forth Valley College, Falkirk 
Campus Years 3 - 5 Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh. 
Entry Requirements: 3 Highers at grade B or equivalent (to 
include Chemistry and Mathematics).
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Engineering Courses
The courses we offer cover a variety of the different disciplines in engineering such as Electrical Engineering, Measurement and Control 
Engineering and Electrical Practice for Electricians. 

There are many different career paths available in the field of engineering – such as an electrician, process technician, instrument control 
technician and many more.

NQ Electrical Practice for Electricians 
- 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 3 Standard Grades at 
General or National 4s including English, Maths and a Science or 
Technology related subject.

Successful completion of a relevant Access Course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Selection will be by a two stage interview process.

NC Electrical Engineering - Installation 
- 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 3 Standard Grades 
at Level 3 or National 5s including English, Maths and a Science or 
Technology related subject.

Successful completion of a relevant Access Course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units (ideally NQ Electrical Practice 
for Electricians at Level 5).

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Selection will be by a two stage interview process.

NC Measurement and Control 
Engineering - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 3 National 5s including 
English, Mathematics, Technology or a Science Subject (preferably 
Physics).

Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units at SCQF Level 5. 

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Selection will be by a two stage interview process.

NC Electrical Engineering 
- 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 3 Standard Grades at 
Level 3 or above or National 5 awards, including Maths and a Science 
or Technology subject.

Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Selection will be by a two stage interview process.

HND Electrical Engineering - 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 2 Highers at Grade C or 
above in Mathematics and a Science or Technology subject.

Successful completion of a relevant National Qualification at Level 6 
or above.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Selection will be by a two stage interview process.  

HND Measurement and Control Engineering 
- 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - 2 Highers at Grade C or 
above in Mathematics and a Science or Technology subject.

Successful completion of a relevant National Qualification at Level 6 
or above.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Selection will be by a two stage interview process.
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Department of 

Hospitality & 
Salon Services
The Hospitality and Salon Services Industries are high growth 
areas employing hundreds of thousands of people in the UK.  
They are a key component of the UK economy and offer a varied 
choice of employment opportunities. 

Our department of Hospitality and Salon Services has a broad 
range of courses available which encompass the areas of 
Professional Cookery, Bakery, Front of House Service, Hospitality 
Management, Events, Hairdressing, Make-up Artistry, Beauty 
Therapy and Nail Enhancement and Design Techniques.  

The department also offers specialist part-time courses in areas 
such as Cake Craft, Floristry, Threading, Bridal Hair, Eyebrow 
Artistry, Cutting Men’s Hair, a full VRQ in Women’s Hairdressing, 
Introduction to Molecular Gastronomy and Sous Vide as well as 
food hygiene qualifications from REHIS.  

Hospitality courses have a unique delivery model which 
requires students to train in real working environments. These 
include professional kitchens, a bistro and the stunning Gallery 
Restaurant based at our Stirling Campus.  

Courses within the Salon Services area also have a strong focus 
on practical training with students offering commercial services 
within state-of-the art hair and beauty salons.  

The department has strong links with industry and we have 
partnerships with HIT Scotland, Institute of Hospitality and 
Federation of Chefs. They also work closely with various 
hotels, restaurants, spas and salons to secure work experience 
opportunities. Our students have recently worked at high 
profile events such as Monachyle Mhor Festival, Armed Forces 
Day and Ministerial events. The department also encourages 
students to participate in competitive events to develop their 
skills and have recently had success at The Skills for Chefs 
and TUCO Competitions, and first place in the Boxed Nail Art 
Competition. Our students also won the UK Young Restaurant 
Team of the Year 2016. 
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Beauty Courses
The Beauty Therapy Industry is constantly changing to offer clients the latest services. The courses we have on offer continue to change in line 
with the industry to provide our students with thorough training and education in many principles of the beauty industry.

We have courses in Beauty Therapy, Nail Enhancement and Design Techniques and Make-Up Artistry, providing the student with the ability to 
choose which area they want to focus on. 

Beauty Therapy (C&G Level 2) - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk + Raploch

Entry Requirements: Standard Grade English at grade 3 or 
above or National 4.

Selection will be by interview and a research task.

A background in Human Biology would be an advantage.

Due to Sector Skills Council requirements applicants for this 
course must be aged 16 or over on 1 August 2017.

Candidates must achieve certificate in Contact Dermatitis 
Prevention prior to enrolment. This is a one day course and the 
cost is £15.

Beauty Therapy (C&G Level 3) - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk + Raploch

Entry Requirements: S/NVQ Level 2 Beauty Therapy or 
equivalent.

Due to Sector Skills Council requirements, applicants must be 
aged 16 or over on 1 August 2017.

Candidates must achieve certificate in Contact Dermatitis 
Prevention prior to enrolment. This is a one day course and the 
cost is £15.

HND Beauty Therapy - 2 Years

Campus Location: Falkirk 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - minimum age for this course 
is 17 years of age. One of the following - NQ Beauty Care and 
SVQ Level 3 Body Massage. SVQ Level 3 Face and Body Electrical 
Treatment. SVQ Level 3 Beauty Therapy.

Selection will be by interview and a research task.

Candidates must achieve certificate in Contact Dermatitis Prevention 
prior to enrolment. This is a one day course and the cost is £15.

HND Make-Up Artistry - 2 Years

Campus Location: Alloa 

Entry Requirements: One of the following - SVQ Level 3 Beauty 
Therapy or Nail Services. SVQ Level 3 Hairdressing. 2 Highers at 
Grade C or above including English.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience of alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Candidates must achieve certificate in Contact Dermatitis Prevention 
prior to enrolment. This is a one day course and the cost is £15.

Hairdressing (C&G Level 2) - 2 Years

Campus Location: Alloa + Falkirk + Raploch  

Entry Requirements: Selection will be by interview and research 
task.  Standard Grade English at grade 3 or above or National 4. 

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered. 

Mandatory for progression to year 2: Achievement of all first Year Units, 
excellent attendance and timekeeping and an excellent work placement 
reference.

Due to Sector Skills Council requirements applicants for this course 
must be aged 16 or over on 1 August 2017.
Candidates must achieve certificate in Contact Dermatitis Prevention 
prior to enrolment. This is a one day course and the cost is £15.

Hairdressing Courses
Our courses in Hairdressing develop the skills and knowledge for a career in hairdressing and related service industries. Students 
will develop competence and efficiency in all aspects of hairdressing and the ability and confidence to meet the needs of the 
hairdressing industry. 

Hairdressing (C&G Level 3) - 1 Year

Campus Location: Raploch  

Entry Requirements: S/NVQ Level 2 Hairdressing or 
equivalent.
Candidates must achieve certificate in Contact Dermatitis 
Prevention prior to enrolment. This is a one day course 
and the cost is £15.
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HND Events Management - 2 Years

Campus Location: Stirling 
Entry Requirements: Successful completion of interview. 
Plus one of the following - 2 Highers at C or above and 3 
Standard Grades at grade 3 or above or National 4 or above 
including English and Maths.
Successful completion of a relevant access course or an 
appropriate group of National Qualification Units. Successful 
completion of NC Events Co-ordination.
Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.
 

HND Hospitality Management - 2 Years
Campus Location: Stirling 
Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful completion of 
interview. Plus one of the following: 2 Highers at C or above 
and 3 Standard Grades at grade 3 or above or National 4 
including English and Maths.
Successful completion of a relevant access course or an 
appropriate group of National Qualification Units.
Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered.

Nail Enhancement & Design            
Techniques - 1 Year

Campus Location: Falkirk + Raploch  

Entry Requirements: Standard Grade English at grade 3 
or above or National 4. Selection will be by interview with a 
practical and written task. Background in Chemistry and/or 
Art would be advantageous. 

Mandatory for progression to year 2 - Achievement of all 
first year units, excellence attendance and time keeping and 
excellent work placement references.

Candidates must achieve Certificate in Contact Dermatitis 
Prevention prior to enrolment which is a one day course and 
the cost is £15.

Due to Sector Skills Council requirements applicants for this 
course must be aged 16 or over on 1 August 2017.

Professional Cookery (C&G Level 2) 
- 6 months

Campus Location: Stirling (August & March intakes available)

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful completion of two 
interviews. Plus - 2 Standard Grades at grade 3 or above or National 4. 

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, may be considered.

Professional Food and Beverage Service 
(C&G Level 2) - 6 months

Campus Location: Stirling (August & March intakes available)

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful completion of 
interview. Plus - 2 Standard Grades at grade 3 or above or National 4. 

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, may be considered.

NC Events Co-ordination - 1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: 4 Standard Grades at grade 3 or above or 
National 4 equivalent, to include English and Maths. 

NC Hospitality - 1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful completion of 
interview. 4 Standard Grades at grade 3 or above or National 4 
including English and Maths.

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, may be considered.

Hospitality Courses
Eating and drinking never go out of fashion – so the Hospitality Industry just keeps on growing.  The industry is large and diverse, offering 
people from all walks of life a career which is not only enjoyable but also rewarding. Our courses cover these diverse roles and offer a number of 
courses in areas such as Professional Cookery, Bakery, Front of House, Food and Beverage, Hospitality Management and Events Management.

There are a wide selection of careers available for students in this area such as, professional chef, cook, bar supervisor, front of house supervisor, 
hotel manager and many more.

Certificate for Proficiency in Baking 
Industry Skills (C&G Level 2) - 1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling  

Entry Requirements: No formal entry requirements.

Mandatory - Successful completion of interview plus 2 Standard 
Grades at grade 3 or above or National 4.

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, may be considered.

Professional Cookery (C&G Level 3) 
- 6 Months

Campus Location: Stirling (August & March intakes available)

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Successful completion of 
interview. NVQ Level 2 Professional Cookery. Industry experience 
is essential.

Plus one of the following - 2 Standard Grades at grade 3 or above 
or National 4.

Applicants who do not meet this criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, may be considered.

Nails Courses
These courses aim to provide thorough training and education in all nail services, allowing students to understand all principles 
and applications associated with this rapidly growing and ever changing industry. The course is designed to develop the technical 
and communication skills required to be successful in the nail industry. Students will also be required to purchase relevant items of 
equipment and clothing each year. Bursary funding may be available.

Professional Food and Beverage Service 
(C&G Level 3) - 6 months

Campus Location: Stirling (August & March intakes available)

Entry Requirements: Successful completion of Level 2 Food and 
Beverage Service. Relevant industrial experience.

 

HNC Professional Cookery - 1 Year

Campus Location: Stirling 

Entry Requirements: Mandatory - Selection by successful 
completion of both face-to-face and practical interview.

Plus one of the following - 2 Highers and 3 Standard Grades at grade 
3 or above or National 4 including English and Maths.

Successful completion of a relevant access course or an appropriate 
Group of National Qualification Units.

Applicants who do not meet these criteria, but have relevant 
experience or alternative qualifications, will be considered (although 
applicants are unlikely to be accepted without proof of adequate 
practical skills). 

Nail Enhancement & Design 
Techniques - 1 Year

Campus Location: Alloa 

Entry Requirements: S/NVQ Level 2 Nail Services.

Candidates must achieve Certificate in Contact Dermatitis 
Prevention prior to enrolment which is a one day course and 
the cost is £15.
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Support and Advice
LEARNING
RESOURCES

OTHER FACILITIES

Your Online College Campus

LEARNING
SUPPORT

LEARNER
ADVISORY
TEAM

Forth Valley College students have access to a wide range of 
support and advice during their studies.  This section gives a 
brief overview of the types of help available.

We provide support in the following areas:

 • Pre-Entry - Working in the community, FE&HE Funding,  
  course and career advice, transitional support, induction  
  sessions, application support.

 • On Course - Finance for study, mediation advocacy, crisis  
  intervention, pastoral support, internal/external referrals/ 
  drop-in sessions.

 • Pre-Exit - UCAS apply & track, articulation support,   
  academic study skills tutorials, SAAS workshops, personal  
  statements, career and progression paths.

Our Learning Resource Centres offer access to:

 • Books, e-books, journals and online databases
 • PCs and laptops
 • Scanners, printers and photocopiers
 • Binding and laminating services
 • Stationery items for sale
 • Wi-Fi and space to use your own laptop or tablet
 • Help with student email accounts
 • Study skills resources and workshops

As a student of the College you are able to access 
course materials, email, discussion groups, 
conference (chat) rooms and lots more to help you 
with your learning.

 • A selection of catering facilities - including  
  The Gallery Restaurant at our Stirling Campus

 • Fitness suites at our Alloa, Falkirk and Stirling  
  Campuses

 • Hair and beauty salons at our Alloa, Falkirk  
  and Raploch Campuses 

 • Quiet rooms at all campuses for quiet  
  contemplation, prayer and meditation

We offer a range of support including:

 • Assessing your learning needs and recommending  
   support

 • Help with study skills

 • Training on a range of computer based study aids

 • Help with preparation for exams and assessments

 • Help with Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA)   
   applications

 • Help with any other study issues.

Learner Advisers support 
you with any issues that 
may affect your learning 
before and during your 
time at college.

Our three main campuses 
in Alloa, Falkirk and 
Stirling have their own 
Learner Centres equipped 
with all the resources 
students need to succeed.

Moodle is the College’s 
Virtual Learning 
Environment (VLE) or 
online classroom.

Do you have additional 
support needs? Our 
learning support team can 
help you.

Please note we do not have on-campus accommodation, but we can provide students with information on local rental accommodation. 

We offer a careers advice service in partnership with 
Skills Development Scotland (SDS) and can refer our 
students to an in house and/or external Counselling 
Service if required.  

The team are available from Monday to Friday in the 
Alloa, Falkirk and Stirling Campuses where they offer 
‘drop in’ and appointment services.  We also provide 
information advice and support by email, telephone 
or Skype.

To make an appointment with the Learner Advisory 
Team or a Careers Adviser from SDS, please contact 
our campus welcome desks or email adviceshop@
forthvalley.ac.uk 

For more information, please call 01324 403330 or 

email learningsupport@forthvalley.ac.uk
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
Forth Valley College welcomes students from across the world. 

For more information on our international recruitment process, 
fees and support available, please visit our website    

www.forthvalley.ac.uk 

Making an application
In order to process your application form quickly, we ask that 
you ensure that you have completed the form fully and also 
submit the relevant documentation along with your form (see list 
below), failing to do this, will result in a delay in processing your 
application.  Completed forms and supporting documentation 
should be sent by post to the College or by emailing 

international@forthvalley.ac.uk

Documentation to submit along with your 
application:

• Copies of any English language qualifications (Eg: IELTS,   
 TOEFL, PTE or  Cambridge ESOL)

• Copies of academic certificates and transcripts (in English)

• Fully completed Personal Statement

• An academic or employment reference

• A copy of the identity page(s) of your current passport

• Any other evidence to support your application

• Copy of your current visa (if applicable)

• Copy of your previous visas (if applicable)

FOR MORE INFORMATION…visit www.forthvalley.ac.uk search ‘international’

FUNDING

Funding available includes:

 • Bursary Maintenance Allowance (FE)

 • Educational Maintenance Allowance (FE)

 • SAAS Funding (HE)

 • Student Loans and other grants (HE)

 • Part-time FEE Grant (HE)

 • Travelling expenses (FE)

 • Study materials (FE)

 • Housing funding (FE & HE)

 • Student Assistance Fund (FE & HE)

 • Childcare (FE & HE)

More detailed information on the funding above, eligibility 
and how to apply can be found on the college website -

 www.forthvalley.ac.uk 

Our Student Funding team is also available to assist you in 
your application for financial support and to advise you on the 
types of funding you can access. 

Please feel free to contact them on 01324 403000 or 
alternatively you can e-mail funding@forthvalley.ac.uk

Eligible full-time students do 
not pay tuition fees however 
you may still need to apply 
for funding to support you 
throughout your time at 
college.

CLOSING DATE

for International

applications 

31st May 2017

7170
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What Next?

OPTION 1__ APPLY ONLINE!
Go to www.forthvalley.ac.uk find your chosen course and click on the 
apply now button – it’s as easy as that!

OPTION 2__ FILL IN THE PAPER COPY
Call 01324 403000 to arrange for an application form to be posted 
out to you or visit www.forthvalley.ac.uk to download a printable 
application form.

If you would like assistance in completing your college application 
form there are a number of people who can help you. These include:

• A member of the College’s Learner Advisory Team

• Skills Development Scotland

• Your Guidance Teacher

• A Representative from your local authority Community Education Team

All completed application forms should be sent to:

Student Admissions, Forth Valley College, Grangemouth Road, Falkirk 

FK2 9AD.

ENTRY CRITERIA
If you meet the entry criteria you will be contacted for an 
interview. This will give you and your chosen college department 
an opportunity to find out a bit more about each other. You will 
then be notified whether or not you have been successful. Those 
applicants who are unsuccessful will have the opportunity to apply 
for an alternative course. If you don’t meet the entry criteria for the 
course you have applied for you may be offered an interview for a 
more appropriate level of course.

Check out the college website to find out all you need to know. 
www.forthvalley.ac.uk

Contact Us
We hope our prospectus has helped you make your 

decision on which course is right for you – but if you still 
have some questions please don’t hesitate to get in touch 

on the numbers and emails below:

General Enquiries 

01324 403000

info@forthvalley.ac.uk

Student Services and Support 

Student Admissions and Information on the PVG 
Scheme

student.applications@forthvalley.ac.uk

Learner Advisory Team
adviceshop@forthvalley.ac.uk

Finance Team
funding@forthvalley.ac.uk

Learning Support
learningsupport@forthvalley.ac.uk

International Support Co-ordinator
international@forthvalley.ac.uk

Equalities Team
equalities@forthvalley.ac.uk

Student Association
01324 403290

student.association@forthvalley.ac.uk

Remember you can always keep up to date with everything you 
need to know about Forth Valley College by following us on

Before you fill in our application form or apply online, 
you may find this check list useful:

Before securing a place...

• Speak to a Learner Adviser to ensure that you have selected  
 the appropriate course 

• Ensure that you have the relevant entry requirements and/or  
 experience

• Speak to a Learner Adviser or member of the Student Finance  
 Team so you are fully aware of the financial support available to  
 you 

• Investigate childcare support, if appropriate

• Try to complete all sections of your application as fully as  
 possible (please let us know if you have additional support  
 needs)

• Speak to a member of the Student Records Team if you have  
 difficulty completing any part of the application form

• Return the form to the College to enable quick processing

• Provide any requested documentation as soon as possible

• Please let us know as soon as possible if you are unable to  
 attend an interview so we can re-arrange

• If you have not already done so, inform the interviewer, or  
 a member of the Learning Support Team, if you have any  
 additional support needs

APPLY 
NOW!

OUR RECRUITMENT PROCESS…
If you meet the entry criteria you will be contacted for an interview. 
This will give you and your chosen College department an 
opportunity to find out a bit more about each other. You will then be 
notified whether or not you have been successful. Those applicants 
who are unsuccessful will have the opportunity to apply for an 
alternative course.

If you require any reasonable adjustments to participate in an 
interview, please let us know, for example sign language support.

Check out the College website to find out all you need to know 
about our recruitment process.

IF SUCCESSFUL...
• It will be assumed that you are accepting your offer of a course  
 place, therefore if your circumstances change and you no longer  
 want your course place, please let us know.

• Complete all funding forms for your chosen course as soon as  
 possible

• If necessary, ensure you have the required equipment and  
 resources for starting your course
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Fusion

fv
Forth Valley Student Association

FusionFusion
Fusion is the online blog site for students attending 
Forth Valley College. It offers a wide range of 
features and articles written by FVC students.

Check out the blog at 

www.fvcfusion.com

The Student Association represents all 
Forth Valley College students to ensure 
their voice is heard across the College on 
the matters that are important to them.

They provide support and guidance on social, welfare 
and academic issues throughout the year and offer 
independent academic representation.

The team also provides:

• Support and training for Class Representatives

• Social events and activities throughout the year 

• Affiliation for students to the National Union of   
 Students (NUS)

Student 
Association

For more information visit 

www.forthvalley.ac.uk 
search ‘student association’

74 75

Course                                                                 Page No.

 
Accounting  31

Administration and Information Technology  30

Applied Biological Science 24

Applied Computing  54

Applied Science 24 & 58

Architectural Technology  44

Art and Design  51

Art and Design Portfolio Preparation  50

Art and Design: Portfolio Preparation - 
Graphic Design and Photography 50

Baking Industry Skills 66

Beauty Therapy  64

Bricklaying  46

Building Surveying 46

Built Environment 46

Business  30

Business and Administration  30

Care & Administrative Practice 39

Carpentry and Joinery  44

Chemical Engineering  59

Chemical Process Technology 58

Child, Health & Social Care - Early Years 36

Child, Health and Social Care - 
Health Care Route  38

Child, Health and Social Care - 
Social Care Route  38

Childhood Practice 37

Civil Engineering  45

Coaching & Developing Sport  40

Communication and Media  52

Computer Aided Architectural Design & 
Technology  44

Computer Aided Design & Technology  44

Computing 53

Computing: Technical Support  53-54

Construction  46
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Construction - Plumbing 46

Construction Crafts 46

Contemporary Art Practice  51

Creative Industries  50 

Creative Industries 
(Advertising, Events, Marketing and PR) 52

Degree Studies 18

Digital Media 52

Digital Media Computing 53

Early Education and Childcare  36 -37

Electrical Engineering  60

Electrical Engineering - Installation  60

Electrical Practice for Electricians 60

Employability Courses 20

Engineering Technology  26

ESOL for Employability 19

Events Co-ordination 66

Events Management  67

Fabrication and Welding 26

Finance  31

Fitness, Health and Exercise  40

Graphic Design 51

Hairdressing  65

Health and Wellbeing  38

Heritage and Tourism 32

Hospitality  66

Hospitality Management  67

Industrial Biotech  24 & 59

Interactive Media 54

Lifestart 20

Make-Up Artistry  64

Measurement and Control Engineering  60

Mechanical Engineering  27

Media  52
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Nail Enhancement and Design Techniques 
at SVQ Level 2 67

Newstart - Care and Community  18

Newstart - Construction and Engineering 18

Newstart - Creative Industries 18

Passport to Learning  18

Pathfinder 18

Pathway to Fitness, Health and Exercise 40

Pathway to Health Care  37

Pathway to Social Care  37

Pathway to Sports Coaching  40

Petrochemical Operations 
(Chemical Engineering) 58

Photography  51

Playwork and Childcare  36

Professional Cookery  66-67

Professional Food and Beverage Service  66

Social Care  37

Social Enterprise 18

Social Services  39

Social Services and Healthcare (Level 2) 38

Sound Production  55

Sport and Active Leisure  39

Sport and Fitness  39

Tourism  32

Travel & Tourism  32

Working with Communities 20

Workstart 20

 

For January Start courses,
please see page 9. 

Course Listing



Information contained within this prospectus was correct at time of publishing but may be subject to change.
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Falkirk Campus
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T: +44 (0) 1324 40 30 00

Alloa Campus
Devon Road, Alloa, FK10 1PX

T: +44 (0) 1259 21 51 21

Stirling Campus
Drip Road, Stirling, FK8 1SE

T: +44 (0) 1786 40 60 80

Raploch Community Campus
Forth Valley College, Drip Road, Stirling, FK8 1RD

T: +44 (0) 1786 27 23 00


